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2 March 2007

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Dr. Gates


I am contacting you personally and as President of the Roadrunners Internationale to urge your continued support of the National Museum of the United States Air Force (NMUSAF) recall of the A-12 aircraft from the 133rd Airlift Wing (MNANG) for transfer to the Central Intelligence Agency Museum for memorialization.  Further, we urge the Department of Defense to resist the passage of SB 937 and HB 812 which would block this transfer, strip this aircraft from the national historic collection, and convey ownership to a private organization.  

The Roadrunners Internationale is an association of former Central Intelligence Agency, U.S. Air Force, contractor, and corporate support personnel affiliated with the A-12 aircraft during Project Oxcart at Area 51 and Operation Blackshield at Kadena, Okinawa.  We are dedicated to the preservation of a great legacy of technological achievement, mission success, and, sadly, the aircrews who sacrificed their lives.  We have long encouraged and supported the CIA’s efforts to both preserve our heritage and memorialize those losses. The plan to memorialize the A-12 as an important part of  this years 60th Anniversary of the CIA is outstanding.

We were elated when we learned that the NMUSAF had wisely recalled the A-12 from the 133rd AW for transfer to the CIA Museum.  Of the surviving A-12 aircraft, the one on loan to the 133rd was the only one not in the care of a certified museum and has no significant historical connection to the 133rd AW, the MNANG, or Minnesota.  It was placed on loan to the unit in 1991 on the promise that the proposed museum project by the Minnesota Air Guard Museum Foundation (MAGMF) would come to fruition.   That promise has failed to materialize over the past 15 years and the museum has never met USAF certification standards.  It reported in the American Association of Museums Official Museum Directory - 2006 an annual visitation of only 1,000 visitors.

When the aircraft was recalled from the 133rd AW, the MAGMF protested the recall with their congressional delegation.  The organization has claimed ownership/equity rights in the loaned aircraft claiming that they literally rescued the A-12 from the scrap pile, transported it from Palmdale to Minneapolis,  and fully restored it (to include repair parts) at great private expense and at no expense to the U.S. Government.  All of these claims are patently false.  The A-12’s were all carefully stored and were in near operational condition when transferred to the Air Force’s museum program for distribution to qualified organizations.  The A-12 which was placed on loan to the 133rd was moved via NYANG C-5A ‘Galaxy” aircraft, and (not needing restoration) was refurbished with the resources and support of the 133rd AW as well as other USAF and contractor activities.  While we would not doubt some private support was tendered, it was more likely far less than that expended by the other organizations also receiving A-12s on loan.  


Regretfully, when members of the  MAGMF learned of the recall, they swiftly vandalized the cockpit area of instruments, panels, and seat components with claims that the parts were ‘theirs’ and applied after the aircraft was received.   This spiteful stripping and defacing is a sad commentary on the MAGMF’s abilities to provide any level of professional stewardship in the future as well as the control and guardianship afforded by the MNANG.  Additionally, the failure to honor loans made in good faith we find highly unethical.


We are deeply appreciative of the good efforts of the NMUSAF and the CIA to preserve an important part of our legacy.  While as a memorial at CIA Headquarters, the A-12 would not be available to the general public, it would be highly visible, and inspirational, to the many thousands of new and future CIA Officers, DoD personnel, and other official visitors.  This is a most deserving and, we’re sure, appreciative audience.

We, again, support the good efforts of the NMUSAF, USAF, and CIA to bring this memorial to fruition.  We equally urge the continued resistance of all DoD activities to SB 937 and HB 812 which strips such a valued piece of our heritage from the national patrimony. 

For specifics and additional details, may we refer you and your staff to our WebPages devoted to this topic.  http://roadrunnersinternationale.com/article128.html
Sincerely

T.D. Barnes
President


cc:
Secretary of the Air Force
Chief of Staff of the Air Force
Air Force Office of Legislative Affairs
�Preserving the history of the aviation pioneers and programs that developed the U-2, A-12 and YF-12 during the Cold War
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