A-12 Q&A

1) Why are you recalling the A-12 from the Minnesota Air Guard Museum?

The Lockheed A-12 (s/n 60-6931) is currently on loan to the 133rd Airlift Wing of the Minnesota Air National Guard (not to the Minnesota Air Guard Museum). In order to satisfy current exhibit requirements, the NMUSAF must exercise the recall rights afforded in our loan agreement with the 133rd AW, which clearly contains the provision that loaned aircraft are subject to recall.

2) So the A-12 is not on loan to the Minnesota Air Guard Museum?

No, it is on loan to the 133rd AW. The Minnesota Air Guard Museum is a private organization and does not meet the qualifications for the loan of Air Force historical property.
3) What are the qualifications for the loan of Air Force historical property?
The museum must first meet the legal administrative requirements outlined in 10 U.S.C. 2572. Additionally, it must meet the basic professional standards established by the American Association of Museums (AAM) as verified by a site visit.
4) Where is the A-12 being moved to?

The A-12 is being recalled so that it may be transferred to the Central Intelligence Agency at Langley, VA. Given the A-12’s origins within the CIA’s OXCART Program, it is most appropriate that one of the few remaining examples be allocated to them for memorialization.

5) Are there other A-12s in the national historical collection?

There are eight other A-12s in the national historical property collection. They are located at: Edwards AFB, CA; Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum, New York, NY; California Museum of Science, Los Angeles, CA; U.S. Space and Rocket Center, Huntsville, AL; San Diego Aero Space Museum, San Diego, CA; Southern Museum of Flight, Birmingham, AL; USS Alabama Battleship Memorial, Mobile, AL; Museum of Flight, Seattle, WA.

6) Why not move another A-12 to the CIA?
The NMUSAF closely reviewed each of the nine A-12s in the national historical collection to include operational histories as well as the rationale for individual aircraft placement locations. When all factors were considered, it was determined that the aircraft on loan to the 133rd AW would be best suited to fulfill the request by the CIA. Given the lack of any historical association with the 133rd AW or the Minnesota ANG, it has been recalled.

7) What factors were considered in determining which A-12 to recall?

The NMUSAF reviewed all nine A-12s in the national historical collection. We saw that all loan accounts were in compliance to agreement standards and that the aircraft were consistent for the established organizational mission statements/collections policies of the account holders with only one exception and that was the 133rd AW air park. After all background and factors were considered, the aircraft at the 133rd Air Park was deemed best to fulfill the exhibit requirement as it did not conform to the primary mission on the air park.
8) What's your timetable for disassembly, moving, and re-assembly?

The A-12 is in the process of being disassembled. Once it has been completely disassembled, it will be moved to CIA Headquarters at Langley, Va., and reassembled for the CIA’s 60th Anniversary salute to the aircrews that flew the A-12.
9) 
How much will it cost? Out of whose budget(s) will it come?

All moving expenses will be paid by the CIA. Please contact their Public Affairs office at (703) 482-7778 for further information.
10) What about the many people who worked to dismantle, move, reassemble and restore the A-12 in Minnesota?
The NMUSAF is very appreciative for the special efforts of those who worked to maintain this aircraft. We have been pleased to support the 133rd AW air park with the loan of the A-12 for the past 15 years and will continue to do so with other aircraft relative to their history and heritage in the years to come.
11) How do you respond to the folks in Minnesota who say that you are taking advantage of their volunteer work in moving the aircraft to Minnesota and restoring it?

The loan of all NMUSAF aircraft per the terms of the loan agreement, including the A-12s, is at the expense of the borrower. The borrower assumes all responsibility for transportation, restoration and continued upkeep maintenance. The A-12s placed on loan to private organizations have all been at considerable expense to the borrower. We would not doubt community support for the A-12; however, the movement of the aircraft from California was via Air Force C-5, and the aircraft was refurbished with resource support by the 133rd Airlift Wing.
Comments that the A-12 would not have become part of NMUSAF inventory or that it would have gone to the scrap heap if not for the efforts of Minnesota volunteers are untrue. The A-12 was part of the Air Force inventory prior to its loan to the 133rd AW. Also, several other organizations expressed an interest in the aircraft, so it was in no danger of being scrapped if had not been placed on loan to the 133rd AW.
